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 Teaching Baby Logan 

Baby Logan is legally blind. His parents realized their 
son’s vision was not quite right when, at four months 

old, Logan didn’t make eye contact or track moving objects. 

“We were scrambling,” Mom recalls, “but FSDB was such 
a godsend. We were referred to FSDB by our pediatric 
ophthalmologist in early July, and our services began 
before the end of that month. Our Parent Advisor from 
FSDB came to our home and was so helpful and positive. 
She encouraged us with strategies so Logan could meet 
developmental milestones.” 

Because Logan’s blindness can affect all areas of 
development, Mom and Dad and all Logan’s family and 
professional caregivers must learn how to help Logan 
interact with the environment. Unlike a sighted infant, 
Logan cannot see what is going on around him – a key way 
that most babies learn to interact in the world. 

The FSDB Parent Advisor visited once a week, helping 
Mom, Dad and Logan learn how to reach important 
milestones using the senses that Logan does have – for 
example using touch and spoken descriptions. These skills 
help babies like Logan adapt to using all senses in the best 
way to overcome the lack of sight as they learn about their 
surroundings. 

Baby Logan endured several surgeries to maintain the health 
of the eyes. As the surgeries were not expected to repair 
Logan’s vision, naturally Mom and Dad had concerns. Was it 
beneficial for Logan to undergo repeated surgeries? 

The Parent Advisor conducted a Functional Vision 
Screening (FVS) in the family home when Logan was a year 
old. FVS is very different from a doctor’s diagnosis. Rather, 
it is used to determine what and how a child sees – and 
importantly, what can be done to facilitate learning. FVS 
is the basis for early intervention and for discovering what 
specific activities will help, such as how to encourage 
self-feeding when a child cannot see his food. 

Mom helps Logan learn by touch. 
Mom says, “We learned from the FVS that Logan has light 
perception, likely a result of the many surgeries he endured. 
I knew we were heading in the right direction, and I was 
grateful to know my baby could see a difference between 
light and dark.” 

Now, at 19 months, Logan is doing well. Mom shares that 
her son is “talking all the time, and he’s so full of joy.” 

FSDB’s Parent Infant services are provided to over 500 
Florida families. In large part, this is possible because of the 
gifts of our donors. Families – just like Logan’s family – are 
grateful to see the change in their children’s lives. 

FSDB class size is small to provide students better access to learning. 

FSDB class size is 
small. Teacher to 
student ratios are 1:10 
in high school; 1:8 in 
middle school and 1:6 
in elementary school. 
Elementary classes 
have instructional 
assistants as well. 



 

Student Leaves a Legacy 

Jake Tessar graduated from the 
Florida School for the Deaf and the 

Blind in 2016, but his legacy here lives 
on. Jake is dedicated to raising funds, in 
order to make annual Field Days a part 
of FSDB’s Blind Elementary School 
experience. 

As a young child, Jake loved sports of all kinds. Football, 
baseball, soccer – you name it, Jake played it. 

In the Fall of 2005, Jake began losing his eyesight and was 
hospitalized. Doctors identified his visual loss as Leber’s 
Hereditary Optic Neuropathy. LHON is a genetic mutation 
that causes rapid degeneration of retinal cells, ultimately 
leading to loss of central vision. 

Jake’s doctors gently broke the news that he might go blind. 
Within two weeks, he had lost all vision in his right eye and 
70 percent of the vision in his left eye. Jake is legally blind, 
and there is currently no cure for LHON. 

Jake’s family decided to enroll him at FSDB, a five-hour trip 
from his home in West Palm Beach, beginning in fourth 
grade. 

At FSDB, Jake flourished. He even won a Character Counts 
award one year, a testimony to his good nature. He turned 
his love of baseball and soccer into love for running, and 
he explored and excelled at nontraditional athletics like 
kayaking and skateboarding. Skateboarding is still a primary 
mode of transportation for Jake today. 

Over time, he developed a philosophy he calls “Jake’s vision,” 
that if given the chance, every child could find a love of 
sports. “When I lost my sight, sports helped to ground me 
and bring stability to my life,” Jake says.  

In 2007, when Jake was 10, he ran a “5K” to secure funding 
for this vision so that his classmates could sample sports of 
all types and perhaps find a new passion. He succeeded in 
raising funds, and on the first Field Day in 2007, all the Blind 
Elementary School kids took home trophies, thanks to Jake. 

His fundraising didn’t stop there. Eight years later, during 
his senior year of high school at FSDB, Jake decided to run 
the Walt Disney Marathon with the intent of raising $10,000 
to fund future Field Days at FSDB.  He ran the Walt Disney 

Marathon and clocked in at 6 hours, 21 minutes and 24 
seconds. He raised $10,000, and then a generous donor 
matched his fundraising with another $10,000 gift. 

The monies raised will allow the Blind Elementary School to 
have future Field Days and to carry out Jake’s philosophy of 
the importance of athletic opportunities on FSDB’s campus. 
Visually impaired and blind elementary students will be 
able to participate in an array of stimulating and challenging 
events like the 50-Yard Dash, Kick-A-Ball Distance 
Competition, P.E. Motor Skills Challenge, Water-Saver 
Relay, Underhanded Throw Shot Put and much more. 

Jake wanted to leave a legacy at the school – and that he 
did!  Thanks to his vision and fundraising efforts, blind 
elementary school students can enjoy these Field Days for 
many years to come.  “Jake is a self-motivated student,” said 
Mike Lege, former Blind Department Physical Education 
Instructor. “With his give-back attitude, he will go far in life.” 

Jake is now attending college in Orlando and living with 
friends, including a few of his former classmates from FSDB. 
Every year, Jake and his family attend Field Day in order to 
encourage students to have fun, try new things, and have 
faith in themselves. 

“FSDB helped support my love for sports and also helped 
me grow as a person,” Jake said. “Because of the school’s 
dedication to me, I wanted to give back. If just one kid’s 
life could be made better by finding a love for sports, that 
would make all my efforts worthwhile.  FSDB changed and 
enriched my life, and I hope to do the same for others.” 

Jake and his family at Field Day 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Annual Safety Education Summit 

The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind is thrilled 
with a newly established, school-wide educational 

event that is only possible because of contributions from 
our donors. FSDB’s Safety Education Summit promotes 
and provides relevant personal safety information for our 
sensory impaired youth. The Summit is a new tradition 
which began in 2018 and has been well received by students 
and parents alike. 

Last March, over 500 students learned practical 
self-empowerment skills – for example what to do when 
you interact with police, why you shouldn’t be afraid of 
a firefighter who comes to your rescue though they are 
wearing a mask and protective gear, and much more. Given 
our students’ inability to see and hear as other children do, 
this Safety Summit is a wonderful opportunity for them 
to learn what to expect and how to respond before an 
emergency or tragic event. Students also had the opportunity 
to learn more about careers in public safety. 

Last year, 16 local safety partners participated, sharing their 
knowledge and experience and supporting FSDB core values 
of Safety and Security. Before the Summit, students viewed a 
slide presentation that gave an overview of the participating 
agencies and the services they perform in the community. 
This activity prepared students to gain additional knowledge 
of services provided by these agencies and enabled them to 
ask safety and career-oriented questions during the Summit. 

Participating Agencies 

• City of St. Augustine Fire Department 

• City of St. Augustine Public Works 

• Federal Bureau of Investigation 

• Florida Department of Law Enforcement 

• Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 

• Florida Forest Service 

• Florida Highway Patrol 

• Florida Power and Light 

• FSDB Police Department 

• FSDB Safety Patrol (Deaf Elementary School) 

• Honeywell Instant Alert 

• National Weather Service 

• St. Augustine Beach Police Department 

• St. Augustine Lifesaving Association 

• State Fire Marshal 

• U.S. Department of Justice 

The yearly Safety Education 
Summit is a collaboration 
between our Positive 
Behavior Support & 
Anti-Bullying Program and 
the FSDB Campus Police, 
Safety and Transportation 
Departments. 



SkillsUSA  
at FSDB:   
Preparing 
Students  
for Work 

Preparing our students 
for the next stage 

in life, including work 
readiness, is vital for our 
sensory impaired students. 
Career and vocational FSBD State Competitors 2019training are integrated into FSDB’s curriculum. FSDB’s 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) department 
provides opportunities for our students to learn about 
career options including the skills, training and pathways 
to reach career goals. Importantly, CTE at FSDB provides 
our students with hands-on experiences and real work 
experience during their school years. Your support prepares 
deaf and blind students to become part of  the work force. 

Donations fund FSDB’s SkillsUSA Chapter which was 
established in 2011. SkillsUSA is a national organization 
serving high school and college students who are preparing 
for careers in trade, technical and skilled service occupations. 
Its mission is to empower students to become world-class  
workers, leaders, and responsible citizens. Each year, 
SkillsUSA holds regional and state competitions for 
qualifying students, and at FSDB, our CTE staff mentors  
and prepares students for competition. 

Statewide Mission 
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75% of our students live on  
campus Monday – Friday,  
returning to their home  
county each weekend. 

Number of students from home counties  
indicated by red numbers on map. 

During the last school year, 27 FSDB students were 
chapter members and 25 students competed at regional 
or state levels. Our students won gold, silver and bronze 
medals in Culinary Arts, Extemporaneous Speaking, 
Prepared Speech, Photography, Quiz Bowl, TeamWorks 
and Mobile Robotics. 

This was FSDB’s first year of competition in Robotics, 
and our novice team – comprised of senior Chris and 
freshman Jacob – was very impressive. Under the direction 
of teacher Monica Griffey, these students won second 
place at the state level. A coach from a competing team 
shared with Ms. Griffey that “Jacob had so much skill 
and knowledge, and his performance in the competition 
made it difficult to believe he was only a freshman and 
competing for the first time.” 
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DONATIONS 
July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 |   APART FROM STATE OF FLORIDA FUNDING 

Corporations & 
As part of Florida’s education system, FSDB receives Small Businesses Donor Advised Funds 

general revenue funds that cover the basic cost of $61,000 $19,000 
educating students, teacher and staf salaries, utilities, 
food, transportation and maintenance of facilities. Bequests & Memorials 4% 

1% 

Unlike other public-school districts across the state, $399,000 Foundations 

FSDB does not receive local tax dollars from property 25% $933,000 
assessments or any lotery dollars. 

Individuals 59%FSDB’s Endowment provides assurance that important $144,000
programs will continue while maintaining separation  9% 
of state funds from your donated funds. 2% 

Total FY 2018-2019 Revenue, apart from funds provided Clubs & Groups 

by the state of Florida, includes donations of $1,594,321 $38,000 
and $396,000 Endowment fund dividends & interest. 

Your private donations fill the gap and Students’ fundraising provides additional funds for their 
provide enhanced programs and services. classes & clubs. 

EXPENSES 
July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 |   APART FROM STATE OF FLORIDA FUNDING 

Arts, Athletics & Play: blind elementary theatre, performance bands  
Outa Sight & N’Vision, music lessons, Dance Troupe, athletics 
(football, volleyball, swimming, basketball, wrestling, cross country, 
soccer, track, tennis, cheerleading & goalball) as well as all afer-
school recreational activities and playgrounds 

Employability & Life Skills: independent living/apartment program  
and workforce development/career training 

Employability & Life SkillsInfant/Pre-K & Outreach: early intervention for  
$322,500deaf/blind babies – toddlers & their families,  

parent education, long distance learning,  
outreach to future students, families and  Arts, Athletics & Play 23% 
professionals $336,400 

Academic Enhancements: specialized reading programs,  
tutoring, library/classroom resources and assistive-adaptive  
technology 

Fundraising Development & Administration: staf training/ 
recognition, unexpected/emergency projects and fundraising costs 

Social Responsibility & Empowerment: good citizenship/
personal responsibility programs, community service/volunteerism 
and self-advocacy programs 

Infant/Pre-K & Outreach 

22% 
19% $279,800 

Academic Enhancements 

16% $229,200 

Fund Development 
& Administration14% $214,000 

6% 
Social Responsibility 
& Personal Empowerment 

$92,100 

To learn more go to www.fsdbk12.org 
Contact: Tanya Rhodes, Executive Director of Advancement 
207 San Marco Ave., St. Augustine, FL 32084 
(904) 827-2235  • rhodest@fsdbk12.org 

FSDB is registered as a 501 (c) 3 charitable organization with the IRS.  Federal EIN # is 59-3206619 
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