
Kaleidoscope

March 15-22......SPRING BREAK
March 25...........Sports Screenings (9th-11th grade)
March 26-28......MAPS Testing
March 28...........Conklin Center Trip (select BHS)
March 28...........FSDB Ambassador Pageant
April 2-3.............FSA ELA (3rd)
April 3................FSA Writing (8th - 9th)
April 4................FSA Writing (10th)
April 15..............Reading is Fun (BES)
April 15..............Hearing Screenings (BHS)
April 16..............Reading is Fun (BMS)
April 17..............Reading is Fun (BHS)
April 22..............NO SCHOOL
April 25..............Prom (BHS)
May 2................Spring Concert & Art Show
May 6-7.............FSA ELA (4th - 6th, 8th)
May 6-7.............Alg 1 and Geometry EOC
May 8-9.............FSA Math (3rd - 8th)
May 10..............FSA Math (6th - 8th)
May 13..............NO SCHOOL
May 14-15.........FSA ELA (7th, 9th)
May 14-15.........NGSSS Science (5th, 8th)
May 16..............Biology EOC
May 16..............Civics EOC (7th) 
May 17..............U.S. History EOC
May 22..............8th Grade Trip - DeLeon Springs
May 23..............Sleeping Beauty (BES)
May 23..............Senior Dinner
May 24..............Senior Awards & Graduation
May 29..............8th Grade Graduation
May 30..............Field Day (BEMS) 
May 31..............LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

From the Desk of 
Mr. James Della Penna...

Dates to Remember

From the Desk of Mr. Cosgrove...

Blind Department Parent NewsletterMarch 2019

Fourth quarter notoriously moves quickly, especially 
as the FSA testing commences and students prepare 
for testing times later than ever before. May 16, 2019, 
officially marks the end of the testing season with the 7th 
graders completing their Civics Exam. At FSDB we keep an 
academic focus in our classes, as well as celebrate all of 
the academic gains earned by students this school year. 
The cessation of the annual testing might make one think 
that the rigor of learning subsides, but that is definitely 
not the case at FSDB. Teachers will continue to challenge 
students as they prepare our young scholars to learn, as 
well as have fun, over the summer months. 

The NJHS induction ceremony was held on March 14th; 
seven students were inducted! April 29th is the day 
set aside for the BMS Battle of the Books and Spelling 
Bee, slated to begin at 8:30 AM in the Music Building; 
BES Battle of the Books is scheduled a week later in 
the Library. BMS eighth grade students will be visiting 
De Leon Springs on Wednesday, May 22nd, and their 
graduation is scheduled a week later on May 29th in the 
Music Building; a reception will follow in Copeland Gym. 
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the BES Spring 
Musical on May 23rd, at 1:30 in the Music Building. 

Students will start back to school on Monday, August 
12th, 2019, and after having had a few months to relax, 
will start the new school year off ready to build on their 
knowledge and skills.  

I wish all of our students and their families a very safe, 
healthy, joyful, and educational summer.

Another quarter is in the books, and the students in the Blind High School have been quite busy. During the week of 
March 4-8, ten students, joined by Mr. Puch, Ms. Lang, Ms. Sapp, and Mr. Adolf traveled to Vermont for the annual 
ski club trip. From all accounts, it was the trip of a lifetime for our students. A special thanks goes to Mrs. Enache 
for organizing the ski trip. Elsewhere, on February 22nd, four students participated in the Skills USA competition in 
Ocala. In April, we will be sending students to compete in states for Skills USA, as well as the Skills USA quiz bowl. On 
March 14th, our students participated in the FSDB Safety Summit. This event provides an opportunity for students 
to learn about all of the safety programs on campus. Looking ahead, April 3rd and 4th will be the ELA writing test 
for our 9th and 10th graders. Please make sure to be in school for testing, it is very important. I hope everyone has 
a wonderful spring break and are ready for an exciting last quarter of the school year.
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Congratulations to...

New Staff Spotlight - Chris Lewis

Braille Challenge Winners:  
Rookie
1st Place:  Brooke Witherington
2nd Place:  Kaylee Peterson
3rd Place:  Camren Lee
4th Place:  Malcolm Rosebud

Apprentice
1st Place:  Nathaniel Figueroa
2nd Place:  Arabella Hooten
3rd Place:  Demitri Kostakis
4th Place:  Dino Jeudy

Mr. Chris Lewis joined us this year as our BEMS program’s Associate Teacher. From Palatka, Mr. Chris graduated from 
Flagler College with a degree in Elementary Education. When not spending time with his brother, sister, or parents, he 
enjoys cycling, walking, sports, and gardening. He applied to work at FSDB because he felt it was a great opportunity to 
help students. Like most staff, he most likes how friendly everyone is at FSDB. We are happy to have you as a member of 
our staff and look forward to everything you have to offer!

Freshman
1st Place:  Danika Stanchi
2nd Place Tie: students from other districts
3rd Place:  Jasen McDaniel
4th Place:  Briyonnah Fisher

Sophomore
1st Place:  Alden Porter
2nd Place:  student from another district
3rd Place:  Khayree Lofton
4th Place:  Kameron Denley 

Junior Varsity
1st Place:  Savannah Lindberg
2nd Plac:  Brianna Raisor
3rd Place:  Taylore Sherman
4th Place:  Elijah Mehrkens

Varsity
1st Place: Meliza Lorenzo
2nd Place:  Richard Beardsley
3rd Place:  Jonathan Wilcox
4th Place:  Z’Leah Liburd

Extemporaneous Speaking
Veronica Hyatt - 1st place

Prepared Speech 
Meliora Hatcher  - 1st place
Triston Ray - 5th place

SkillsUSA Regional Winners, who will 
compete at State Competition in April.

Kindergartener and first grader, 
Whyatt and JJ exploring beautiful 
St. Augustine on their Orientation 
and Mobility lesson with Mrs. 
Enache. These boys enjoyed their 
“off campus” adventure where they 
learned proper cane techniques and 
new routes. 

Two fifth grade students enjoy using the Tubaloo to hear 
themselves echo reading during a fluency drill with Mrs. Garay
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Adventure Weekend Filled with Fun and Learning

The 2018-2019 yearbooks will be sold through pre-orders only. 
They can be purchased online from April 1-23, 2019 through 

the Memory Book Parent Pay.

Cash or check will be accepted until April 30. 
Braille copies are available with the purchase of a print book. 

The cost of the Blind Department Yearbook is $25. 

Parents also have an option to buy a “congratulations ad” for their child; 
these are created online by the parent and range from $35-$100.

Please contact Ms. Fonda for more information: fondam@fsdb.k12.fl.us

FSDB Girl Scouts planned an adventure weekend 
over the President’s Day holiday.

The troop camped at Camp Chowenwaw, a Clay 
County park that was a Girl Scout camp built in 1932. 
It has been preserved in its original natural state and 
provided a wonderful camping environment. 

Friday night girls attended a performance of STOMP 
at the Times Union Performing Arts Center in 
Jacksonville. It was an amazing show with no dialog, 
featuring performers playing improvised percussion 
instruments:  push brooms, grocery carts, Zippo lighters, 
plastic milk jugs.  After the performance, the troop was 
able to chat with the performers, a rare treat. 

Saturday was dedicated to roller skating in Orange Park, pudgy pies by the 
campfire, and crafting at night, a favorite Girl Scout pastime. Sunday, brrrrr! Ice 
Skating in Jacksonville complete with polar bears and holiday trees. The troop 
wrapped up the weekend visiting two public parks along the St. Johns River, 
hiking, and picnicking. 

Girls planned and prepared meals, set up and cleaned up, provided public service at Chowenwaw (a Girl Scout 
tradition), and learned how to prepare for a great time outdoors and adventuring. The Girl Scouts learned and 
practiced skills that help them grow into young women with courage, confidence, and character who make the 
world a better place.  
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Feeling the LOVE

Cobra Knights Compete in Chess Tournament

Mrs. Fertsch’s 6th graders wrote thank you notes and delivered special treats, including valentine chocolates, to some 
of their favorite people. Our little cupids shared their gratitude with an Instructional Assistant, our HCC health care 
providers, our assistive technology department, and our technology department in appreciation for all these wonderful 
folks do to make our experiences here at FSDB the best! 

The Cobra Knights Chess Team competed in their second tournament. 
Dino Jeudy, Khayree Lofton, and Nathaniel Figueroa participated, 
raising the number of USCF rated chess players from the FSDB Cobra 
Knights team to four! Parents always have to be in another room as 
they are not allowed to be in the tournament room. Our parents 
got a chance to sit down together and compare notes on VI parent 
life. They got a much needed opportunity to share with each other 
and make lifelong connections. The community is now rounding 
up together to get us some new chess boards which are very 
expensive. Ms. Amy Moring’s husband ‘BK’ made us some boards 
out of wood by hand.  Thank you to all! 

Dear Tech Department,
Thank you for making sure that all our tech is in good working 
order. For example, you make sure that when we get our laptops, 
they are in very good condition. Thank you for providing the 
school with a variety of tech. My favorite piece of tech that I have 
is my braille note. I like being able to have tech to do my work 
on instead of working on regular braille paper. What you all go 
through to make sure that have we well-working tech is awesome. 
Thanks to you all, we have a lot of tech that we use today.
Sincerely, D. H.
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The Library celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday this year 
in a big way. All elementary students were invited to 
a Seuss style birthday celebration. We played games 
online, created group poems, practiced rhyming 
and watched videos about the author. The youngest 
students created a craft Cat & the Hat to make 
sure all our littlest learners know about this iconic 
character. This event was made possible through 
funding from PBS (Positive Behavior Support), 
which provided Cat in the Hat hats and a new Dr. 
Seuss book for all students. Each group of classes 
listened to the story, You Are Kind by Dr. Seuss, 
which highlights the characteristics of Horton the 
Elephant and was our mascot for the PBS party.

FDOE Parent Survey

Read Across America Day

Annually, the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) conducts a state wide survey. This year there are two options 
to complete the survey.  We will be sending a paper copy home in your student’s backpack.  Please take a moment to 
complete the survey and return it in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.  If you prefer, you can complete the survey 
electronically by visiting the website below. 

www.esesurvey.com 
 
Please enter Survey ID: 6850003 when prompted.  The deadline for survey completion is May 31, 2019. 
Thank you for taking the time to share your opinion!

1. Go to fsdb.zenfolio.com
2. Click on “FIND YOUR PHOTOS”
3. In the “Enter your Gallery ID” put in     
    student’s 5 digit number. 

The 5 digit number is the student’s 
lunch code. 

In addition to school portraits, if your 
child is on an athletic team, in a school 

performance or special event, 
those pictures will be uploaded to their 

personal gallery as well. 

All student pictures have been uploaded 
to their individual Zenfolio gallery. 

Production of
Elementary Music Theatre

May 23, 2019
1:30 - Music Building
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Library Presentation  
On Monday, February 25th Ms. Clarke’s class presented their 6 chapter book to the librarian. Each student talked 
about the book such as the number of chapters, the characters, the clay models of St. Augustine landmarks 
and three versions of the story (print, braille and auditory). The 6 students were Makayla Brown, Allan Burgess, 
Xavier Carballo, Camryn Johnson, Tyler Loyd, and Kaylee Peterson.

Band Exploration  
All middle schoolers were able to take a new course 
this year to explore concert band and piano keyboard 
instruments. The semester-long course is broken into 
2 halves, with groups of students taking 9 weeks of 
introductory piano with Mrs. Apel in the new Piano 
Lab and 9 weeks of study on the main instruments 
of concert band with Mrs. Costello. Students spend 
hands-on time with the flute, clarinet, trumpet, 
trombone, and percussion instruments. This extended 
learning time allows them to get a real feel for the 
instrument; many students discovered instruments 
they didn’t like before and others realized that playing 
a particular instrument isn’t as easy as it looks. 

All of the students appreciate being able to learn about the instruments by having their very own in hand, 
and have a new appreciation and understanding of everything that can be gained by studying music - which 
stimulates the brain and develops neural connections in ways no other subject can. The students pictured are 
enjoying playing their pBones - 3D printed Trombones!
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Kindergarten and 1st grade are learning about the life cycle of a butterfly. 
They chose 4 different types of pasta to act as a tactile representation of 
each stage; orzo as the eggs, rotini as the caterpillars, shells as the chrysalis, 
and bow tie as the butterfly. 

4th Grade students are working on the plant cycle and have planted radish 
seeds with the hope of future flowering and radish production.

Students in grades 6, 7, and 8 in the Blind Middle School recently had a 
guest speaker, Dr. Carla Curran. Dr. Curran is a professor of Marine Biology 
at Savannah State University. She also works with the Perkins School for the 
Blind in MA. Professor Curran spoke to the students about the process of 
photosynthesis. The students made models of four of the main compounds 
involved in the photosynthesis reaction: water, carbon dioxide, glucose, 
and oxygen. Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB’s) were discussed. The students 
also participated in making food webs and an activity about marine 
mammal communication.

Focus on Science

Savannah and Marquez  
(7thgrade) demonstrate a food 

web with photosynthesizers 
(including dinoflagellate in 
red) and the molecules for 
photosynthesis scattered 

on the table.

Kayla (8thgrade) showcases her 
food web and photosynthesis 

molecules
A photosynthesis formula using 

standard color coding for the atoms. 
Glucose is depicted as a ring of 

colorful beads
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Valentine Dance 2019
Contributed by Sophomores Triston Ray & Yassir Bohorquez
Roses are red. Violets are blue. Come on and put on your 
dancing shoes!

On the Valentine’s Day of February 14th, 2019, the tenth 
graders, the class of 2021, put on the ultimate dance 
like FSDB has never seen. Creating the dance took time, 
commitment, and effort on our part. Our goal was to 
make Valentine’s Day a wonderful day for all through a 
dance. 

There were many jobs to be executed.  One such job 
was putting up decorations. I personally helped one of 
our class sponsors, Ms. Grace-Marie, set up decorations 
in the music building. Ms. Carmen also assisted with 
decorations and food.  

Another job was deejaying. This job is one of the most crucial to a dance. You 
can’t have a dance without music! Another job that sophomores had was to 
collect people for the Valentines cart ride. We as a class decided to have a 
love cart. For an extra fee, this cart picked up students and transported them 
to the music building. Another important job was the servers. Their job was 
to help with the food. Finally, one job that was necessary was the technician. 
This job was given to one of our fellow class techies, Thomas Rice. Without 
his help, any tech-related problem would’ve not been solved. Thank you, 
Thomas for your help, and thanks to everybody in our class who decided 
to participate. I would also like to shout out Chris for deejaying the dance 
despite all the pressure. We could not do it without you. Thank you all. 

Now, you may be wondering, how was the dance? Many things happened at the dance. First, there was loud 
blaring music. There were pop songs, good rap songs, and even directional dace songs. People were dancing all 
around the dance floor. One popular area was the snake section. You would’ve found many people milling about 
and grabbing food. Who doesn’t love food? The dance was most definably social and festive. Don’t believe us, 
take a look at these photos!


