
 

 

Monitoring Coronavirus – What You Need to Know 

March 4, 2020 

The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (FSDB) is working closely with our local 
and state health partners as we monitor the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-
19) nationally and internationally.  

To date, the Florida Department of Health (DOH) reports that there are three confirmed 
cases in the state of Florida; however, the risk of COVID-19 for Floridians is currently 
low. 

While this information is reassuring, we understand that new viruses like this can be 
worrisome. Additionally, the recent announcement from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) encouraging communities to prepare for the spread of COVID-19 
domestically has raised new questions. 

FSDB is Prepared 

FSDB has been in close contact with our local and state health partners, including the 
DOH and the St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management. FSDB has a 
pandemic plan which is being reviewed internally and in collaboration with these 
agencies, to support the health and safety of our students, staff and community, and to 
minimize any impact to learning in our schools. 

In the event of an outbreak in our community, we would follow our public health 
partners’ lead on any quarantines, closures or other health measures as necessary. As 
always, our focus is to ensure the safety of all students and staff and continue education 
with minimal disruption.   

If you have additional questions about COVID-19, we encourage you to view 
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) from the CDC. The CDC site includes 
information about the virus, symptoms and severity, and how to protect yourself.   

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


Stay Healthy 

We’d like to reiterate that our local and state health partners report that the risk of 
COVID-19 to our community is low currently. Regardless, during this time of year, there 
are many causes of respiratory illness and it’s an important reminder to practice good 
hygiene habits to stay healthy and avoid the spread of illness: 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay home when sick. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, or cough or sneeze into your upper 

sleeve, not your hands. 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use an 

alcohol-based hand cleaner. 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces including mobile 

phones.  

It can be challenging knowing whether your child is too ill to go to school. A fact sheet 
produced by the CDC is a great resource for families; it outlines symptoms to consider 
when choosing to stay home as well as additional resources for parents and 
caregivers.   

As always, we appreciate your partnership in supporting the health and safety of your 
children and our community. 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fprotect%2Fchildren.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fprotect%2Fchildren.htm

